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Estate Planning & Coronavirus: 
Advising Your Clients on How to Proactively 
Protect Their Loved Ones & Assets

Written By: Stephanie Steele, Attorney

The impact of the Coronavirus in the United States has been swift and 
severe.  I’m sure you’re like us in that the health and safety of clients, 
team members, and friends are top of mind amid concerns about the 
spread of the Coronavirus.

It has quickly affected the way we live, the way we interact, the way 
we shop and it has even impacted our court system. The virus has had 
another impact as well – it has gotten many people to think strongly 
about how they can protect their loved ones should something happen 
to them.

In the past, the fear of dying has caused people to put off or even 
outright ignore estate planning, but today that fear is propelling many 
to take action.

The Coronavirus threat simply can’t be ignored and so many people are 
searching for a trusted attorney who can analyze their situation and 
propose the best path forward.

This is a Particularly Difficult Time in Our Nation’s History

And clients need an attorney who will be there for them and help them 
take the actions necessary to protect themselves, their family, and their 
assets.

They need a compassionate counselor who will work hard to achieve 
long-term workable solutions that protect them and their loved ones.
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Right now, with the current panic over the Coronavirus, many attorneys 
are wondering how they should respond … and how they can best serve 
their clients’ estate planning needs.

Attorneys are asking questions like:

 •  How is the Coronavirus going to impact the estate planning 
industry?

 •  What is the best way to get documents signed during the 
Coronavirus outbreak?

At Steele Law Firm we are confronting these issues head on. Our 
mission is to empower and educate clients so they can make informed 
choices about what will happen with them and their estate in the 
future.

Our commitment to the community is education, clarity, and 
communicating the importance of planning. In that educational 
spirit, we offer free webinars on estate planning essentials and 
free consultations for attendees. In addition, we have a wealth of 
information and resources available on our website at:
 www.SteeleCounsel.com. 

We are also seeking like-minded attorneys who feel the same way to 
create a referral network that will ensure clients in need of estate 
planning don’t just get the legal advice they need but also find a trusted 
advisor who will build a relationship with them and can be counted on 
to always look out for their best interests.

We created this guide to help attorneys like you more easily get the 
answers you need to the Coronavirus Outbreak and its effect on estate 
planning. You are going to learn what steps you can take to protect 
your clients’ assets as well as how you can make things easier for them 
during this challenging period.

http://www.SteeleCounsel.com
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FACTS ABOUT CORONAVIRUS:

What is Coronavirus?

Coronavirus, or COVID-19, is a newly identified type of virus that has 
caused a recent outbreak of respiratory illnesses. Coronavirus was first 
discovered in December of 2019 in Wuhan, China. Health officials are 
still tracking the exact source of the new virus, but early guesses are 
that it may have originated in a seafood market in Wuhan. (Source: 
World Health Organization)

What are the symptoms of Coronavirus?

People with Coronavirus may experience: tiredness, a dry cough, fever 
and difficulty breathing (in severe cases).

Who is affected by Coronavirus?
 
Anyone can catch Coronavirus, but elderly individuals who struggled 
with previous health issues like hypertension and diabetes are 
particularly at risk.

How does Coronavirus compare to the flu?

The CDC estimates that 38 million Americans got the flu this season, 
which led to over 23,000 deaths. In comparison, the Coronavirus has 
produced 164,424 cases so far with 3,174 deaths. Those numbers are 
expected to continue rising.

In fact, Tom Frieden, former director of the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) in the US just recently said as much. When asked about the 
Coronavirus pandemic, he said flatly: “it’s going to get worse.”

Most experts believe it is going to get a lot worse before it begins to 
get better. That means the court system and even the way legal services 
are provided could be impacted even more than they already have been. 
There could be more closings, more delays, more uncertainty. 



6

So without further ado, let’s dive into our prescription for attorneys 
seeking to provide estate planning services to clients during and after 
the Coronavirus Pandemic.

CORONAVIRUS ESTATE PLANNING TIPS

Rather than focusing on the negative, we want to offer tools to 
empower you to provide peace of mind to clients and be proactive in 
getting an estate plan in place. One thing that will allow you and your 
clients to rest easier during this time is to make sure the proper estate 
planning is in place.  That way, if needed, someone can step in and make 
decisions to keep the family healthy and functioning. 

We understand that even though many of us are staying home, life 
doesn’t stop. There are concerns that must be dealt with and the 
welfare of families must be protected. Utilize the following tips to help 
ensure your clients are able to protect their families and their assets 
going forward.

Tip #1 – Start preparing for potential estate planning changes

The Coronavirus outbreak has put a brighter, more intense focus on 
estate planning basics. If nothing else, more people now realize that 
they need to be prepared for the unexpected.

When it comes to their lives and their assets that means they are going 
to need certain basics, like a will, an advance directive for healthcare 
and a financial power of attorney. You should focus on these services 
in your marketing and start fine-tuning your processes so that you can 
provide these services as quickly and easily to clients as possible.

You should also start preparing for potential legislative changes in 
Georgia such as new digital and electronic signature requirements 
and a potential relaxing of “line-of-vision” and physical presence 
requirements due to technological improvements.

Right now, nothing has changed but the rumblings are beginning and 
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change could follow soon. By preparing for these changes now you will 
be able to immediately take advantage of them if they become reality. 
This could give you an immediate advantage over those who failed to 
plan ahead.

Tip #2 – Be creative about document signings

Currently, the signing of a will in Georgia requires two witnesses, a 
notary, the signer and the attorney. That’s a minimum of 5 people 
so you are going to need to be creative in how you get five people 
together while still observing social distancing and keeping everybody 
safe. 

You may need to find a larger room where everybody can stay the 
required distance apart. You could also have everyone present wear 
gloves, possibly face masks, and you could use disinfectant during 
signing.

Another option, which we have pioneered at Steele Law Firm, is when 
a signing is absolutely necessary, we coordinate a “drive-by” signing 
that keeps the signer in their car and minimizes contact by having the 
attorney be a middleman between the signer and the witnesses who 
are standing at a distance from the signer, and retaining the signed 
documents until after they have been treated with disinfectant or until 
after the pandemic has passed.

It minimizes the signer’s and witnesses’ contact with others while 
ensuring clients’ estate planning documents are executed, protecting 
their loved ones and assets.

Of course, if clients can wait, the best path forward may be to wait 
until the outbreak declines and it is safer for groups of people to 
get together.  If there are legislation changes in the future, digital or 
electronic sig

atures may also be possible. As of right now, however, Georgia doesn’t 
allow digital or electronic signatures for wills and other estate planning 
documents.
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Tip #3 – Emphasize estate planning is a person’s gift to their 
family

While the Coronavirus has many people thinking about their legacy, 
some may need a final push to actually take action. In these cases, 
you should emphasize that estate planning truly is a gift that they are 
leaving for their family. Instead of having to find important documents 
and execute a series of required tasks, their loved ones will be able to 
focus on grieving and emotionally processing their incapacity or their 
passing.

An Advance Directive for Healthcare and a Financial Power of Attorney 
ensure that if clients are incapacitated for a time, their health 
and financial affairs will be managed by someone they select.  The 
alternative options are that a mess (i.e., potential lawsuits, credit 
decimation, and foreclosure) is waiting when they get better or the 
court may step in and appoint someone to make decisions for them 
(and not necessarily someone the client would have chosen).

Having a will also ensures that they, and not the state of Georgia, will 
determine who their property is disbursed to upon their death.

In addition, creating a last will and testament allows them to “set their 
affairs in order.” For instance, they can forgive debts if they want to, 
they can name guardians for their children, they can select an executor 
to carry out their wishes and much more.

Here are 10 big benefits you can emphasize to them about getting a 
will:

1)   Determine estate distribution 

2)   Determine guardianship of minor children 

3)    Keep the probate process from becoming unnecessarily long 
and expensive

4)   Keep estate taxes at a minimum 
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5)   Exert control over how the estate is passed on 

6)    Ensure certain individuals, who otherwise would be eligible to 
inherit from you, do not inherit from you 

7)    Award donations and gifts to worthy individuals and 
organizations

8)    Avoid legal challenges which can ultimately lead to people you 
did not specify inheriting from you

9)    Provide a way for you to easily change how your property is 
inherited when your life circumstances become different 

10)  Make sure you are prepared if something bad happens. A will 
helps make sure your loved ones do not have to go through 
extra turmoil upon your passing 

Going through with estate planning will also help them, and their loved 
ones, avoid unnecessary probate fees, will contests, and other family 
in-fighting.

For more detailed information on the 3 essential estate planning 
documents (Will, Advance Directive for Healthcare, and Financial Power 
of Attorney) check out Steele Law Firm’s most recent blog at:
https://steelecounsel.com/peace-of-mind/. 

THE BOTTOM LINE

Many people today do not know exactly what would happen to 
everyone they love and everything they own should something happen 
to them … they now realize due to the Coronavirus Outbreak that life 
can be fragile and uncertain and they need to have a plan in place.

And that’s where attorneys like you can step in. By joining our referral 
network you can help these clients navigate the complexities of estate 
planning during this unprecedented time in American history. You can 
help them answer such important questions as:

https://steelecounsel.com/peace-of-mind/
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 • How can I best preserve and protect my assets? 

 • How does Medicaid factor in to all of this? 

 • Do I need long term care insurance? 

 •  How can I give assets to my children and grandchildren without 
losing total control of my finances?

 • Should I purchase an annuity? 

 •  Will I be able to afford a nursing home or assisted living facility? 

You can also show them:

How to set up a revocable living trust that will activate the moment a 
death certificate is received. The trust administrator of their choice can 
distribute, access and manage all the assets in the trust. 

Advanced life insurance options and financial maneuvers that can be 
taken if they become incapacitated along with gift planning methods to 
reduce estate taxes.

 •  How to shift assets to their children now so that any future 
appreciation or growth will be out of their estate and not subject 
to estate taxes, while they still maintain control. 

 •  How to form the appropriate business entity (such as LLC, LP, etc.) 
to protect, transfer and shield assets where appropriate.

 •  How to protect their children against the liability risk of owning 
their property before they are ready. 

These are all services that are in serious demand these days. This is 
not about capitalizing on fear; this is all about providing services that 
people very much need and now realize that they need.

You will be providing peace of mind and helping ensure their “legacy” is 
passed on properly after they are gone.
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YOUR NEXT STEP

As the number of Coronavirus cases and deaths rise each day they are 
reminding more people of the importance of having an estate plan, 
regardless of their health or wealth.

If they don’t have an estate plan or they have one that is out of date 
and if something happens to them, their assets could be subject to an 
unnecessary and public court process. 

To join our referral network and help make sure that that doesn’t 
happen to Georgia residents, email Steele@SteeleCounsel.com or call 
our office at (770) 693-2426. 

We are looking for attorneys who are known for handling each contact 
and case with the utmost urgency and empathy ... who are known for 
addressing legal issues and helping clients avoid the stress that can 
come with uncertainty about how their assets will be passed on after 
their death.

If you understand that family dynamics can make an estate plan 
priceless and if you want to help people gain control before any family 
fights break out or finicky judges dice up their hard-earned life savings…

We want to hear from you! 

If you have questions or have a client who needs help right away, email 
Attorney Stephanie Steele at Steele@SteeleCounsel.com or call us 
directly at (770) 693-2426.

mailto:steele@steelecounsel.com
tel:7706932426
mailto:steele@steelecounsel.com
tel:7706932426
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CONTACT US
Steele@SteeleCounsel.com 

(770) 693-2426

www.SteeleCounsel.com

mailto:steele@steelecounsel.com
tel:7706932426
http://www.SteeleCounsel.com

